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10 Ways to

Keep Kids Safe
This Summer

fw countdown is on! It’s time to get
prepared for summer fun and mak-
ing memories that will last a lifetime.
As your family gets ready for swim-
ming, camping, ballgames, trips to the
park and generally more time spent
outdoors, keep safety in your plans.

* Stay away from electrical equip-
ment on the ground and over-
head. Never climb a utility pole
or tower. Don’t play on or around
pad-mounted electrical equipment.

* Never climb trees near power lines.
Even if the power lines aren't
touching the tree, they could touch
when more weight is added to the
branch. 11129B3-1002C

* Fly kites and model airplanes
safely away from trees and overhead
power lines. If a kite gets tangled in
a tree that’s near power lines, don’t
climb up to get it. Contact your
electric utility for assistance.

* Never go into an electric substa-
tion. Electric substations contain
high-voltage equipment, which
can kill you. Don’t retrieve a toy or
rescue a pet that goes inside. Call
your electric utility instead.

* Look up and around you. Always be
aware of the location of power lines,
particularly when using long metal
tools like ladders and pool skimmers.

e Water and electricity never mix!
Keep electronics like radios away
from pools and hot tubs, and watch
for overhead power lines when
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cleaning pools, sailing or fishing.
Never install pools underneath or
near power lines.

* Use outdoor outlets with weath-
erproof covers and ground fault
circuit interrupters (GFCI) to
prevent shocks and injuries. Use
portable GFCls for outdoor outlets
that don’t have them.

* Keep electrical appliances and tools
at least 10 feet away from pools,
ponds and wet surfaces. “Electricity
and water are a dangerous combina-
tion,” warns Mike Smith of Mc-
Donough Power. “Caution children
and family members about the
danger of using electrical appliances
in wet areas - even wet grass can
create a hazard.”

* Check extension cords carefully for
exposed wires; make sure they are
in good shape, and not frayed or
cracked. Use only extension cords
that are rated and marked for out-
door use, and are large enough to
handle the current needed for the
device you are using.

* Check that the prongs on an exten-
sion cord plugs are clean, not bro-
ken or bent. Make sure the ground
prong is intact in a three-prong
plug, and avoid use of adapters.

“Remember, accidents and injuries
are unexpected,” adds Mike Smith.
“Be prepared and proactive to make
sure your family has great memories of
summer 2008.”

For more information on electrical
safety, visit www.SafeElectricity.org.
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The power of human connections

New Payment
Drop-Box

f or your convenience we
have installed a drive-up
payment box located in the
semi-circle drive in front of
the cooperative office that can
be used 24 hours a day, seven
days a week. Members should
enter from the east and pull
up on the driver’s side.

Map Location Game

,Every month we will have four map location numbers hidden through-

out The Wire. If you find your map location number, call our office and
identify your number and the page that it is on. If correct, you will win a $10
credit on your next electric bill.

WINNER - WINNER - WINNER

fngratulations to James Jones of Avon! He found his map location num-
ber in the April issue of The Wire. He receives a $10 credit on his next
electric bill. Thanks James for staying informed with your cooperative by
reading our monthly newsletter.
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System-Wide
Meter Change outs

ﬁs we stated at the beginning of the
year — new and exciting changes will
be taking place this year at McDonough
Power. In preparation for our new Auto-
matic Meter Reading (AMR) system we
will be changing out all meters on our
system beginning with the residential
meters. We have contracted HD Sup-
ply to perform all of our meter change
outs — they will begin in May. If you see
an unfamiliar vehicle at your location
near the meter it may be the folks with
HD Supply there to change out your
meter. They should have a McDonough
Power magnetic sign on the side of their
vehicle. You will experience a minor
disruption in your electric service as
your meter is being changed out. Prior to
changing out the meter the contractors
will knock on your door as an attempt
to notify you of the service interruption.
Stay tuned because each month we will

try to give you an update on the progress
being made. 6326 WW26-750B

e We are in the process of revamping our Web site — same
Web address, new look, enhanced information and better
energy efficiency tools. www.mcdonoughpower.com

* We are in the process of upgrading our very outdated com-
puter system. The implementation process has already begun and
will continue through June of this year. This change will allow

us to better serve you, our members. Keep informed with the
changes by continuing to read our monthly newsletter.
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German Chocolate Bars

Ingredients:

2/3 cup butter, softened

1 box German chocolate cake mix
1 cup semisweet chocolate chips

1 container coconut pecan frosting

1/4 cup milk

Directions:
Heat oven to 350°. Lightly grease or spray bottom and
sides of 13x9-inch pan. 10126D1-416A

In medium bowl, cut butter into cake mix using pastry
blender or fork, until mixture looks like fine crumbs. Press
half of the mixture (2 %2 cups) in bottom of pan.

Bake 10 minutes. Sprinkle chocolate chips over baked layer.
Drop frosting by tablespoons over chocolate chips. Stir milk
into remaining cake mixture. Drop by teaspoonfuls onto frost-
ing layer.

Bake 24 to 28 minutes or until cake portion is slightly dry
to touch; cool complete. Refrigerate until firm.

Makes 48 bars

Cheesy Potato Salad

Ingredients:

2 1/2 pounds red potatoes, cubed
1 cup sour cream

1/2 cup mayonnaise

1/4 cup white sugar

1/2 bunch green onions, chopped
1 cup shredded Cheddar cheese

1 tablespoon real bacon bits

Directions:

1. Place the potatoes into a pot, and fill with enough water
to cover. Bring to a boil, and cook for about 10 minutes, or
until easily pierced with a fork. Drain, and set aside to cool.

2. In a large bowl, mix together the sour cream, mayonnaise,
sugar, half of the onions, and half of the cheese. Gently

stir in the cooled potatoes. Top with remaining cheese and
onions, and sprinkle bacon bits over the top.
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For Sale

t is spring and we're cleaning house. The cooperative
has a few items for sale that we're offering to MEM-
BERS ONLY. These items will be on display in front of
the co-op office beginning May 1st. We will take sealed

bids on the items until 3 p.m. on May 15, 2008. That
day the sealed bids will be opened, and the items will
go to the highest bidders. Below are some details and
pictures of the items. To check them out in person and
to submit your bid stop by the co-op office any time be-
tween now and 3 p.m. on May 15¢th. Since this is open

tg members only we will V§r1fy your membership at the Color - Red * 93,100 miles * V8 4.6 Liter * 4WD
time that you place your bid. 532RM55-900A Great Shape * Minimum bid $5,500

1999 Ford F150 Extended Cab

2002 Ford Explorer XLT

Color — Dark Red ¢ 92,735 miles ¢ V6 4.0 Liter * 4WD 23 foot bed © 3 axles ® Sturdy frame — needs a new bed

Great Shape ® Minimum bid $4,000 Minimum bid $500

Stay in touch with friends and family ANYTIME — 24 hours per day — 7 days a week!

H FREE to join NO monthly fees
and save monev w“h PowerNelt Glohall FREE calling cards NO monthly premiums
P WE R N ET L BA L (12.9 cents per min. anytime —  NO term agreements

no surcharge) NO codes to dial
- FREE 800 number NO fly-by-night

ﬂllEIl lll a“ I‘BSIIIEI“S— ﬂ(l Ilﬂt “EE[I t(l Same rate as standard calls operation — respected carrier

6 second increment billing

he a McDonough Power memher!

For additional information or to sign up over the phone please call: (888) 414-4116.
Tell them you want to sign up with PowerNet Glohal through McDonough Power. 4 5 ¢ ¢
Or you can mail the attached form to: McDonough Power Cooperative - PO Box [ | [ |

352, Macomb IL 61455 ALL CALLS IN ILLINOIS JALL CALLS OUT OF STATE

Name: Social Security Number

Street: Estimated Monthly Usage

City: State: Zip: Current Carrier:
Your Telephone Numbers: ( ) - ( ) -

Services Desired: Outbound _ 800Travel Cards - Number of cards needed

| hereby authorize PowerNet Global Communications, or its designator, to transfer my long distance service. | agree to financial responsibility
for all charges arising from all long distance services provided. The service requested will be provisioned only on the approval of credit for the
application. A service charge may be assessed by the local telephone company when they make the carrier change.

Customer Signature Date
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