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Members of the 2009 nominating 
committee have been appointed 

by the McDonough Power Cooperative 
board of directors. The committee will 
meet on June 10 at the Red Ox in Ma-
comb at 7 p.m. to nominate candidates 
for election to the board of directors at 
the 2009 annual meeting of members to 
be held August 27 at The Crossing in 
Macomb.

District 1 – (composed of the West 
half of Scotland Township and East half 
of Chalmers Township in McDonough 
County): Charles Cox, P.O. Box 116, 
Macomb.

District 2 – (composed of all Lam-
oine, Bethel and Industry Townships in 
McDonough County and parts of Brook-
lyn, Littleton and Oakland Townships 
in Schuyler County): Earl Sims, 10245 
N 600th Rd, Macomb and David Crabb 
Sr., 5065 E 1000th St, Macomb.

District 3 – (composed of all Hire, 
Tennessee, Colchester and the West half 
of Chalmers Townships in McDonough 
County and parts of Fountain Green 
and Hancock Townships in Hancock 
County): Millie Shields, 1290 Texas Rd., 
Colchester.

District 4 – (composed of all Bland-
insville, Sciota and Emmett Townships 
in McDonough County):  Dan Mc-
Millan, 20575 E 1000th St., Sciota.

District 5 – (composed of the East 
half of Scotland and all of New Salem, 
Eldorado and Mound Townships in 
McDonough County and part of Harris, 
Farmers and Vermont Townships in 
Fulton County):  Lyndall Pigg, 20950 
N 1700th Rd., Bushnell, and Al Cook, 
21845 N 850th Rd., Adair.

District 6 – (composed of all Ma-
comb, Walnut Grove, Bushnell and 
Prairie City Townships in McDonough 
County and part of Lee in Fulton Coun-
ty):  Dean Hansen, 13390 N 1950th Rd, 
Good Hope.

District 7 – (composed of all Raritan 
and Media Townships in Henderson 
County and Point Pleasant, Swan Creek 
and Greenbush Townships in Warren 
County): James Grant, 497 20th Ave, 
Roseville.

District 8 – (composed of all Biggs-
ville in Henderson County and Tomp-

July 4th
Our office will 
be closed for 

Independence Day.

Nominating Committee will meet
kins, Ellison, Roseville, Lenox, Mon-
mouth and Spring Grove Townships in 
Warren County): Lynn Shimmin, 733 
90th Ave., Roseville, and Chris Fleming, 
778 80th Ave., Roseville.

District 9 – (composed of Kelly, Cold-
brook, Floyd and Berwick Townships in 
Warren County and parts of Galesburg, 
Cedar and Indian Point Townships in 
Knox County):  Tom Curtis, 1283 War-
ren School Rd, Monmouth.

The bylaws of the cooperative provide 
that nominations to the Board of Direc-
tors may be made by (1) the Nominating 
Committee, (2) a petition signed by 15 
or more active members, the petition 
must be received at the principal office 
of the cooperative at least 30 days before 
the annual meeting or (3) nominations 
can be made from the floor at the an-
nual meeting. 7217B9A-636A

The terms of directors from Districts 
2, 5, and 8 expire this year.  Directors 
presently serving on our Board of Direc-
tors are: District 1, Michael D. Cox; Dis-
trict 2, Jerry Riggins; District 3, Walter 
Lewis; District 4, Stan Prox; District 5, 
Steven L. Lynn; District 6, Jeffrey N. 
Moore; District 7, Steve Hall; District 
8, Robert Dwyer; and District 9, Steven 
Youngquist.

It shall be the duty of the board to 
appoint, not less than 40 days nor more 
than one hundred twenty days before 
the date of a meeting of the members at 
which board members are to be elected, 
a committee on nominations consisting 
of two members from each district in 

which a director is to be elected and one 
member from each of the other districts 
served by the cooperative.  No member 
of the board may serve on such com-
mittee.  The committee shall prepare 
and post at the principal office, at least 
thirty days before the meeting, a list of 
nominations for directors, which shall 
include at least one or more candidates 
for each board position to be filled by 
the election.

The secretary shall be responsible for 
mailing with the notice of the meeting 
or separately, but at least seven days be-
fore the date of the meeting, a statement 
of the number of board members to be 
elected and the names and addresses of 
the candidates nominated by the com-
mittee on nominations.

Any fifteen or more members acting 
together may make other nominations 
by petition and the secretary shall post 
such nominations at the same place 
where the list of nominations made by 
the committee is posted.  Nominations 
made by petition, in order to be valid, 
must be received at the principal office 
of the cooperative at least thirty days 
before the meeting.

Any nomination by petition which 
meets the requirements of the bylaws 
shall set forth in the annual meeting 
notice as nominations made by peti-
tion and any such nominations shall 
appear on the official ballot.  Nothing 
contained herein shall, however, prevent 
additional nominations to be made from 
the floor at the meeting of members.
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An Electrifying Program
McDonough Power and Ameren team up to bring safety demonstration to Macomb

WINNERS!!
Congrats to members Diana Mayhew and Roger Larson!! Both recently 

received $10 credits on their electric bills for identifying their map  
location numbers in recent issues. 

Thanks for your continued readership.

Students from McDonough County 
learned to respect electricity during 

an “electrifying” program sponsored by 
McDonough Power Cooperative and 
Ameren at the Progressive Agriculture 
Farm Safety Day held at the Mc-
Donough County 4H grounds on April 
16.  The event was put on by the West 
Central Illinois Chapter of Farm Safety 4 
Just Kids (FS4JK). Eastern Illini Electric 
Cooperative Journeyman Lineman Scott 
McTaggart gave a Live Line safety dem-
onstration to McDonough County 4th 
graders that was full of sparks, fire, loud 
noises and even a smoldering hot dog.
	 McTaggart uses the same poles, 
transformers and line hardware utilized 
by McDonough Power and other electric 
utilities to show the power 7,200 volts 
really has.
	 The dynamic demonstration keeps 
kids’ attention and teaches them as 
well. According to McDonough Power 
Energy Services Manager Kelly Hamm, 
“The students enjoyed the performance, 
especially when he showed what would 
happen to a squirrel, hot dog and bird. 
I think it brought to life the dangers 
of messing with electrical outlets and 
power lines.”
	 Here are a few tips that McTaggart 
includes in his adult or child demonstra-
tions:

With the help of a fake squirrel, nn
McTaggart showed how some animals 
can safely sit upon power lines, and – 
zap! – what happens if they do make 
a path to ground for the electrical 
current.  If an animal is stuck near 
power lines, on a utility pole, or near 
a transformer, leave it. Never attempt 
to poke or prod an animal away from 

anything that conducts electricity.  
Call your utility company. They have 
the equipment and expertise to safely 
deal with the situation.
Using a hot dog to pose as a human nn
finger, McTaggart showed how fast 
electricity could harm a child or adult.  
Remember that countless non-metal 
materials conduct electricity. Kite 
string, clothing, fishing rods, soil and 
water are a few examples of items that 
can become deadly under the right 
circumstances.  Never touch a power 
line with anything. 7123C7-114A
McTaggart showed students how nn
quickly a Mylar balloon smolders 
when it contacts electricity. Would 
you let your child walk beneath a 
power line while he or she was holding 
a metal pole in the air? Of course not. 
Yet the shiny silver coating on a Mylar 
balloon is an excellent conductor of 
electricity.
“The electricity can come down nn
through the ribbon into your child’s 
hands and out of his feet at the speed 
of light,” warns McTaggart. Even free-
floating Mylar balloons pose a threat 
– they can become entangled in and 
destroy expensive electrical equip-
ment. That’s equipment that others 
are depending on for day-to-day 
electrical service. McTaggart cautions 
consumers to deflate and dispose of 
balloons when children are finished 
with them.
Plug extension cords into Ground nn
Fault Circuit Interrupter (GFCI)-
equipped cords that plug into stan-
dard outlets. If your extension cord 
is accidentally severed by your power 
tool or comes into contact with water, 

the GFCI will break the circuit. 
Outlets equipped with GFCI’s should 
be installed in bathrooms, kitchens, 
outdoors and any place where water 
is present. “I wish we could get a lot 
more of these in our homes and busi-
nesses,” says McTaggart. “It’s an easy 
way to cut down fatalities.”
Shut your power off before doing nn
electrical work at home – and check 
to make sure that it is off.
Kids like to climb trees. “It’s kind of nn
tough to teach a five-year-old the 
difference between a phone wire and 
a power line,” McTaggart says. “So 
the rule is – if any wire is near a tree 
– don’t climb it. Find another tree.”  
McTaggart pointed out that branches 
may sag into power lines as children 
climb. Another note of caution – the 
power lines you see running down 
your streets and country roads are not 
insulated.
Overhead power lines and swimming nn
pools can be a deadly combination. 
The long metal rods of swimming 
pool skimmers can graze power lines. 
McTaggart says you shouldn’t bet 
your life on the protective value of 
insulation on wires – trees can wear 
away the coating and squirrels nick or 
chew through rubber. “Have overhead 
power lines near a pool buried,” says 
McTaggart,” before they bury some-
one else.

	 The most important advice that the 
students took home with them that day 
was SAFETY FIRST.
	 You can visit www.livelinedemo.com 
for more information and to see clips of 
a presentation.




